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On 29 loverber 1948, the amiversary of the Sovietization of Armemis, the
customary celébration of which was banned by Lebanese authoritles; scme
telve to fifteen Armenian Commamists met at the apartment of

Antranik Ardashesian in Deirut to celebsate the occasion. Although

oore of a social gathoring than a rogular neoting, Commxmmist Party
matlors were discussede It was Ardashesian who, with the aid of another
nilitant had torn down the flag of the Gorman Consulaté in Beirut
sous ten years age when he was known to be a Commmist, The two

nen were prosocuted for this act by the Franch anthoritics, and two
French Commmist lawyers, both deputiss, came from France to defend

the pair, Later, howsver; Ardashesian was expelled from the Party on
the accusation of Trotskyist tendencies.” The only other well-known
person at the moeting was Setrak Abajian, who was recently raleased

from the Da'albek concentration camp. (N Cormgnt. Sstrok Abajian
works in the Propaganda Section of the Armenian Ssetion of the Communist
Party, This is his only occupation. Ue roceivas a wonthly salary

of approximately 600 Lebanese poundse D=2 )

A munber of specches were made. In one of them, the 8Speaker said
that the Commmists in Beirut should be ashamed of therselves for
their-lack of activity. "We spend all our tinme propagandiging each
oﬂm,vmueoureomdesincmnaandelsawhaemahmingsmh
magnificent achicvements;®he said. Ie urged that 211 those prosent
attept to extend their propaganda activities among ron-Commmists,
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